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Deputy Assistant Director, HResearch & Reports 8 Decenber 1959

Acting Chief, Economic Resesrch Area, ORR

Topice for Puture Discussion or Consideration
by the Hational Security Council

Vemo from Gordon Gray, Specisl Assistant to the
President, to the DCI dated 3 Dec 59, same
subject

This memorandus is in response to your request for suggestions
from the Economic Research Area relating to topies of ok jor mational
securlly interest which in owr view warvant discussion by the Nationmi
Security Council in the course of the next year. The following topics
stem fraom discussion among the four Division Chiefs, Chief, Current
Support Staff end myself, followed by written suggestions from each of
the four Division Chiefs, copies of which are sttached. The toples
noted below are thope which sean to me to meet the eriteria suggested
in Yr. Gray's memoranfum of reference.

&. While there has been much discussion in the Bxecutive
Branch of the Government, including the NSC, of the challenge
of Soviet economic growth, all of us feel that concerted
attentlon needs to be given to the development of US policies
aimed at meeting the challenge.

be In the past five years we have cbserved s rapidly
wounting Soviet research snd developwent progras primerily
in the military field, presumably aimed at a technological
reakthrough which would significantly affect the balance
of militery power between the USSR and the USA. Here again,
what should Le the US response: What efforts are belng mede
by the US today and what measures and polictezs need to be
adopted to insure agalnst the danger posed by the Soviet
R & D efforta?

¢« The challenge of Mr. X's dremetic proposal for total
disarmement 1s, of course, receiving sttention but we would
suggest that the NSC consider an sppropriate US policy in
the light of US residuel militsry means and the econoslc and
politiecal cousequences of various alternative courses of
action.
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SURIECT: Toples for Future Discussion or Coneideration
by the National Security Couscil

d. In the light of the development of Soviet aid and
trade offensives much more sttentlon will need to be devoted
%0 Afries and Iatin Amevicm in the coming yeer, both in terms
of short term countermessures and long term US policies aimed
at bolstering Free World long term interest in these sress.

e, Continuing sttention needs %o be devobed to the Soviet
Ploc civil defense progran and plana and a determinmtion made
of sppropriete US policies snd measures in this flelid.
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